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The one who oppresses, the one who

cooperates with the oppressor, and the
one who consents to it, all three are
partners [in the oppression].

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him).
=,

In the face of a devastating genocide and dire
humanitarian crisis, the Council of European
Jamaats has written to the President of the EU,
Ms Ursula von der Leyen, calling for immediate
and decisive international action.

We are compelled by the scale of human
suffering and the grave violations of international
law taking place in Gaza to appeal for the
protection of innocent lives and the restoration of
justice and dignity to those affected.
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been injured in Gaza.

Homes, hospitals, schools, communities,
and critical infrastructure have been
destroyed, leaving those in Gaza without
essential services such as electricity,
clean water, sanitation, and healthcare.
Millions have been displaced—88% of
Gaza has been forcibly “evacuated”
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Demand an immediate, unconditional, and permanent
ceasefire in Gaza and across the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem.

Call on the Israeli occupying power to immediately lift
restrictions on the flow of aid and to urgently enable the UN
(including UNRWA) and humanitarian organisations to do their
life-saving work safely and effectively throughout the

Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Urge all EU member states, and EU as a collective, to
Immediately recognise Palestine as a sovereign state.

With immediate effect, cut all trade, business and special
agreements between the EU and the Israeli occupying power.

Unequivocally call upon the United Nations and support a UN-
led monitoring and accountability mechanism to track
compliance with international humanitarian law and report on
violations.

Ensure that international journalists and humanitarian

observers are granted immediate and unhindered access to
the affected areas.
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Date: 4 August 2025
Ms. Ursula von der Leyen
President of the European Commission
European Union

Subject: Appeal for Immediate Action to Halt the Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza

Dear President von der Leyen,

“The one who oppresses, the one who cooperates with the oppressor, and the one who consents
to it, all three are partners [in the oppression]”. ' Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him).

The Council of European Jamaats (CoEJ) is an umbrella organisation representing 15,000 Shia
Ithna ‘asheri Muslims of our community across 18 member communities on the European
Continent and in the UK. Our community is contributing actively to the social, entrepreneurial, and
spiritual fabric of Europe. We are compelled by the scale of human suffering and the grave
violations of international law taking place in Gaza to appeal for the protection of innocent lives
and the restoration of justice and dignity to those affected.

Documented widely, amongst them the United Nations and other international organisations, Gaza
has been at the epicentre of this earth-shattering calamity. Over the last 21 months, more than
60,000 people have been killed and over 146,000 have been injured in Gaza.? Homes, hospitals,
schools, communities, and critical infrastructure have been destroyed, leaving those in Gaza
without essential services such as electricity, clean water, sanitation, and healthcare.® Millions
have been displaced—88% of Gaza has been forcibly “evacuated” or declared a no-go military
zone by Israel. The Israeli occupying power’s unjustifiable blockade of aid, including food, water,
fuel, and medical supplies, has caused widespread starvation and malnutrition. This is despite that
on 10 July 2025, the EU negotiated a "significant" improvement of humanitarian aid access into
Gaza, including an increase of food trucks, and an agreement to "protect the lives of aid workers".*
Furthermore, President von der Leyen, your own statement: “The humanitarian situation in Gaza
IS unacceptable. | reiterated our urgent call to allow all humanitarian aid to reach civilians in need
immediately”, is still being ignored.® We totally concur with the EU’s and your assessment that it’s

time for action as Israel has not complied.

"lbn Babawayh, Muhammad ibn Ali, Al-Khasal, vol. 1, p. 107

2 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-309-gaza-strip

% https://www.un.org/unispal/document/report-of-the-independent-international-commission-of-inquiry-on-the-occupiedpalestinian-territory-including-east-jerusalem-and-
israel-a-hrc-59-26/

* https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/07/28/eu-considers-suspending-israeli-access-to-research-programme-overgaza-war

® Statement on X by EU President von der Leyen, 15th June 2025,
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We, The Council of European Jamaats, at this juncture of oppression, injustice and genocide,
appeal to the European Union to immediately:

1.Demand an immediate, unconditional, and permanent ceasefire in Gaza and across the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.

2.Call on the Israeli occupying power to immediately lift restrictions on the flow of aid and to
urgently enable the UN (including UNRWA) and humanitarian organisations to do their life-
saving work safely and effectively throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

3.Urge all EU member states, and EU as a collective, to immediately recognise Palestine as a
sovereign state.

4.With immediate effect, cut all trade, business and special agreements between the EU and the
Israeli occupying power.

5.Unequivocally call upon the United Nations and support a UN-led monitoring and
accountability mechanism to track compliance with international humanitarian law and report
on violations.

6.Ensure that international journalists and humanitarian observers are granted immediate and
unhindered access to the affected areas.

The inaction and deafening silence for so many months is a contributing factor to the genocide
that has taken place at the very borders of the EU. In line with The Treaty on European Union,
which lays out the EU's core values, including respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy,
equality, the rule of law, and respect for human rights, including the rights of minorities, we expect
you to act immediately.® The EU was established with the aim to prevent any further World Wars,
and instead guarantee stability of institutions, democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and
respect for and protection of minorities.” Instead, the last two years of allowing, even through
inaction, Israel to enact a genocide and demonstrate extreme oppression is a clear contradiction
to the EU’s aims and objectives.

Yours sincerely,
The Council of European Jamaats (CoEJ)

® https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/146/the-protection-of-article-2-teu-values-in-the-eu & https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eut/teu/article/2
I https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=legissum:accession criteria_copenhague , https:/enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/glossary en &
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European Union
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Traduction frangaise de la lettre

Date : 4 aolt 2025
Mme Ursula von der Leyen
Présidente de la Commission européenne
Union européenne

Objet : Appel a une action immédiate pour mettre fin a la crise humanitaire a Gaza

Madame la Présidente von der Leyen,

“Celui qui opprime, celui qui collabore avec l'oppresseur, et celui qui y consent — les trois sont
partenaires [dans I'oppression].” ' Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (que la paix soit sur lui).

Le Conseil des Jamaats Européens (CoEJ) est une organisation faitiere représentant 15 000
musulmans chiites Ithna ‘asheri au sein de 18 communautés membres a travers le continent
européen et au Royaume-Uni. Notre communauté contribue activement au tissu social,
entrepreneurial et spirituel de I'Europe. Face a 'ampleur de la souffrance humaine et aux graves
violations du droit international qui se déroulent a Gaza, nous nous sentons contraints de faire
appel a la protection des vies innocentes et a la restauration de la justice et de la dignité pour les
personnes affectées.

Comme l'ont largement documenté les Nations Unies et d'autres organisations internationales,
Gaza se trouve a lI'épicentre de cette calamité dévastatrice. Au cours des 21 derniers mois, plus
de 60 000 personnes ont été tuées et plus de 146 000 ont été blessées & Gaza.? Des maisons,
des hoépitaux, des écoles, des communautés et des infrastructures essentielles ont été détruits,
laissant la population de Gaza sans services vitaux tels que [I'électricité, I'eau potable,
'assainissement et les soins de santé.’ Des millions de personnes ont été déplacées — 88 % de
Gaza a été “évacué” de force ou déclaré zone militaire interdite par Israél. Le blocus injustifiable
imposé par la puissance occupante israélienne, empéchant 'acheminement de 'aide humanitaire,
y compris la nourriture, 'eau, le carburant et les fournitures médicales, a entrainé une famine
généralisée et une malnutrition aigué.* De plus, Madame la Présidente von der Leyen, votre
propre déclaration: “La situation humanitaire a Gaza est inacceptable. J'ai réitéré notre appel
urgent a permettre a toute 'aide humanitaire d’atteindre immeédiatement les civils dans le besoin’,
continue d’étre ignorée.” Nous souscrivons pleinement & I'évaluation de 'UE et a la vétre : il est
temps d’agir, car Israél n’a pas respecté ses engagements.

'|bn Babawayh, Muhammad ibn Ali, Al-Khasal, vol. 1, p. 107

2 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-309-gaza-strip
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* https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/07/28/eu-considers-suspending-israeli-access-to-research-programme-overgaza-war
® Statement on X by EU President von der Leyen, 15th June 2025,
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Traduction frangaise de la lettre

Nous, le Conseil des Jamaats Européens (CoEJ), a ce tournant marqué par l'oppression,
I'injustice et le génocide, langons un appel a I'Union Européenne pour qu’elle agisse
immédiatement:

1.Exiger un cessez-le-feu immeédiat, inconditionnel et permanent a Gaza et dans tous les
territoires palestiniens occupés, y compris Jérusalem-Est.

2.Appeler la puissance occupante israélienne a lever immédiatement toutes les restrictions
entravant 'acheminement de I'aide humanitaire, et a permettre de toute urgence aux Nations
Unies (y compris TUNRWA) ainsi qu’aux organisations humanitaires d’accomplir leur mission
vitale en toute sécurité et efficacité sur 'ensemble du territoire palestinien occupé.

3.Encourager tous les Etats membres de I'UE, ainsi que 'UE dans son ensemble, & reconnaitre
immédiatement la Palestine comme un Etat souverain.

4.Mettre fin immédiatement a tout commerce, partenariat €conomique et accord spécial entre
'UE et la puissance occupante israélienne.

5.Appeler sans équivoque les Nations Unies a mettre en place un mécanisme de suivi et de
responsabilité dirigé par 'ONU, afin de contrdler le respect du droit international humanitaire
et de faire état des violations.

6.Veiller a ce que les journalistes internationaux et les observateurs humanitaires aient un acces
immeédiat et sans entrave aux zones touchées.

L’inaction et le silence assourdissant durant de si nombreux mois ont contribué au génocide qui
s’est déroulé aux portes mémes de I'Union Européenne. Conformément au Traité sur I'Union
Européenne, qui énonce les valeurs fondamentales de 'UE — notamment le respect de la dignité
humaine, la liberté, la démocratie, I'égalité, I'état de droit, et le respect des droits de 'homme, y
compris les droits des minorités — nous attendons de vous une action immédiate.®° L'Union
Européenne a été fondée dans le but de prévenir toute nouvelle guerre mondiale et de garantir la
stabilité des institutions, la démocratie, I'état de droit, les droits humains, ainsi que le respect et la
protection des minorités.” Au lieu de cela, ces deux derniéres années ont vu, y compris par
I'inaction, Israel mettre en ceuvre un génocide et exercer une oppression extréme — ce qui
constitue une contradiction flagrante avec les buts et objectifs mémes de I'Union Européenne.

Cordialement,
Le Conseil des Jamaats Européens (CoEJ)

® https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/146/the-protection-of-article-2-teu-values-in-the-eu & https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eut/teu/article/2
I https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=legissum:accession criteria_copenhague , https:/enlargement.ec.europa.eu/enlargement-policy/glossary en &
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European Union
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