
After niyyah and
Takbiratul- ihram, you
should reci te Surah
al-Hamd, then any

other Surah
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Salāt  a l ‑āyāt  is  2  rak ’ats;  every
rak’at  has 5  ruku’  ( tota l  10  ruku’ ) .

Likewise, do 5 ruku’  in
the 2nd rak’at ,  and
perform 2 sajdahs,

reci te tashahhud and
salaam as usual .  Your

prayer is complete.

then go to ruku’ .  Your
one ruku’  is
complete.

Note: I t  is  mustahab to reci te
qunut before every second
ruku’ .  For th is purpose count
al l  ten ruku’  together,  Thus you
wi l l  reci te qunut before the 2nd
and 4th ( in the f i rst  rak’at) ,  and
before the 6th,  the 8th and the
10th ruku’  ( in the 2nd rak’at) .

A shorter method
on the next page

After r is ing f rom 5th
ruku’ ,  say 'Sami’  Al lahu
l iman hamidah'  and go
to sajdah. Complete 2
sajdahs as usual  and

r ise for the 2nd rak’at .

After r is ing f rom ruku’ ,
reci te again Surah al-

Hamd and one Surah and
go to ruku’ .  Your second

ruku’  is  complete.
Likewise, you should do

5 ruku’ .



A shor te r  method o f  per fo rming  ṣa lā t  a l ‑āyāt  i s  as  fo l lows: ]  a f te r  one has  made the  in ten t ion  [o f  per fo rming  the  prayer ] ,  he
says  takb ī r  and rec i tes  Sūra t  a l -Ḥamd;  then,  he d iv ides the verses of  the  other  surah into  f ive  par ts  and rec i tes  one verse
or  more,  or  even less,  provided that  –  based on obl igatory  precaut ion –  i t  is  a  complete  sentence.  

He must  s ta r t  f rom the  beg inn ing  o f  the  surah  and must  no t  su f f i ce  w i th  rec i t ing  b ismi l lāh  [on  i t s  own and count  tha t  as  one
verse ] .  Then,  he  goes  in to  rukūʿ ,  ra ises  h is  head,  and w i thout  rec i t ing  Sūra t  a l -Ḥamd he rec i tes  the  second par t  o f  the  o ther
surah.  He then goes  in to  rukūʿ  aga in ,  and so  on  un t i l  he  comple tes  the  o ther  surah  be fore  he  goes  in to  the  f i f th  rukūʿ .  

He then s tands  up ,  per fo rms two sa jdahs ,  and proceeds to  per fo rm the  second rakʿah  in  the  same way as  the  f i rs t .  A f te r  the
second sa jdah [o f  the  second rakʿah ] ,  he  says  tashahhud and the  sa lām o f  the  prayer .  I t  i s  permi t ted  fo r  one to  d iv ide  the
surah in to  less  than f i ve  par ts ,  bu t  whenever  he  comple tes  the  surah ,  i t  i s  necessary  tha t  he  rec i te  Sūra t  a l -Ḥamd before
per fo rming  the  nex t  rukūʿ .

For  example ,  i f  the  o ther  surah  is  Sūra t  a l -Fa laq , [1 ]  he  f i rs t
says :

قِ
لَ فَ لْ ا بِّ  رَ بِ ذُ  وْ عُ

أَ  لْ  قُ  ۞ مِ  يْ حِ رَّ ل ا نِ  مٰ حْ رَّ ل ا اللهِ  مِ  سْ بِ

b ismi l  lāh i r  raḥmāni r  raḥ īm.  qu l  a ʿūdhu b i rabb i l  fa laq

In  the  Name o f  A l lah ,  the  A l l -Benef icen t ,  the  Ever -Merc i fu l .
Say ,  ‘ I  seek  re fuge in  the  Lord  o f  the  daybreak ,

. . .and goes  in to  rukūʿ  [ fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime] ;  he  then s tands  up
and says :

قَ لَ خَ ا  مَ رِّ  شَ نْ  مِ

min shar r i  mā kha laq

f rom the  ev i l  o f  what  He c rea ted ,

. . .and goes  in to  rukūʿ  aga in  [ fo r  the  second t ime] ;  he  then
s tands  up  and says :

بَ قَ وَ ا  ذَ إِ قٍ  سِ ا غَ رِّ  شَ نْ  مِ وَ

wa min  shar r i  ghās iq in  idhā waqab

and f rom the  ev i l  o f  the  darkness  o f  n igh t  when i t  se t t les ,

. . .and goes  in to  rukūʿ  aga in  [ fo r  the  th i rd  t ime] ;  he  then
s tands  up  and says :

دِ قَ عُ لْ ا ي  فِ تِ  ا ثَ ا فَّ نَّ ل ا رِّ  شَ نْ  مِ وَ

wa min  shar r in  na f fā thā t i  f i l  ʿuqad

and f rom the  ev i l  o f  those who b low on knots ,

. . .and goes  in to  rukūʿ  aga in  [ fo r  the  four th  t ime] ;  he  then
s tands  up  and says :

دَ سَ حَ ا  ذَ إِ دٍ  سِ ا حَ رِّ  شَ نْ  مِ وَ

wa min  shar r i  ḥās id in  idhā ḥasad

and f rom the  ev i l  o f  an  env ie r  when he  env ies . ’

. . .and  goes  in to  rukūʿ  fo r  the  f i f th  t ime.

Alternative method for ṣalāt al‑āyāt


